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Who may solemnize a marriage in New York State? 
 
Section 11 of the Domestic Relations Law of NY 
 
§  11.  By whom a marriage must be solemnized. No marriage shall be   
valid unless solemnized by either:      
 
1. A clergyman or minister of any religion, or by the senior leader, or  
any of the other leaders, of The Society for Ethical Culture in the city 
of New York, having its principal office in the borough of Manhattan, or 
by the leader of The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture, having its  
principal office in the borough of Brooklyn of the city of New York, or 
of the Westchester Ethical Society, having its principal office in 
Westchester county, or of the Ethical Culture Society of Long Island, 
having its principal office in Nassau county, or of the Riverdale-
Yonkers Ethical Society having its principal office in Bronx county, or 
by the leader of any other Ethical Culture Society affiliated with the 
American Ethical Union. 
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